
In Cyrenaica with Leonardo
Francesco Paoluzzi:

The cities of Cyrenaica have their roots in the
7th century BC, when the Dorians arrived from
Greece and founded the Cyrenaican
Pentapolis. These splendid Greek cities, which
later came under the control of the Ptolemaic
pharaohs and finally Rome, preserve beautiful
ruins, but the jewel in the crown is Cyrene, the
Athens of North Africa, which recalls a glorious
past that is sure to thrill anyone who walks its
ancient streets.
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Day 1 - Monday 05 January
Outward Flight/Tripoli (MJI) 
 
Flight to Tripoli, meeting with Kanaga Africa Tours staff upon arrival and day dedicated to discovering TRIPOLI.
Visit the two souls of the Libyan capital, the oriental one, which can be felt in the medina and among the souks,
and the Italian colonial one, with its beautiful whitewashed facades concentrated around Martyrs' Square (also
known as Green Square). We will visit the Ottoman clock tower, some ancient mosques (exterior), the 18th-
century house of Yusuf Karamanli, the souq al-Attara (ancient spice market), the souq al-Ghizdara (with brass
craftsmen), the souq al-Turk (interesting for its Ottoman palaces and what remains of the “Cinema Politeama”),
the souq al-Ruba (traditional clothing), the Banco di Roma building and the Arch of Marcus Aurelius, at the exact
point where the Cardo and Decumanus of the Roman city of Oea intersected. Lunch and dinner in restaurants,
overnight stay in a hotel.
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Day 2 - Tuesday 06 January
Tripoli (MJI)/flight/Benghazi (BEN)

Breakfast at the hotel and transfer in time for the flight to BENGASI, Libya's second largest city, which was a
military supply base during World War II and the headquarters of Italian forces during the occupation of Libya
from 1911 to 1943. Upon arrival, transfer to the Al Yassmin Hotel or similar and lunch in a restaurant. In the
afternoon, depending on time available, city tour of BENGASI: the Atiq and Osman mosques (exterior), the old
ruined Italian town hall, the Commonwealth War Cemetery and the souk. Dinner in a restaurant and overnight
in a hotel, in double rooms with services.

Day 3 - Wednesday 07 January
Benghazi/Ptolemais/Qasr Libya/Cyrene

Breakfast at the hotel and departure for the site of PTOLEMAIS (Ptolemais), formerly the capital of the
Pentapolis, named after the ruler Ptolemy III and originally a Hellenistic merchant town, founded in the 4th
century BC. Its importance increased dramatically after the acquisition of Cyrenaica by the Romans in 96 A.D.
and the city enjoyed the prosperity that characterised this era of the Roman Empire, with extensive public works
programmes for the wealthy citizens of this flourishing city. Like Cyrene, it suffered the earthquake of 365 AD,
which was followed by a period of reconstruction. In the 6th century AD, Apollonia became the capital of Upper
Libya when Ptolemais' water supply system failed. Ptolemais' swan song sounded with the Arab conquest of
Cyrenaica in the 7th century AD. We continue through a mountainous area to QASR LIBYA, where we visit an
interesting museum housing artefacts dating back to the 6th century AD. The mosaic collection is considered
one of the finest in the world and depicts pagan subjects as well as human and animal figures. One panel
represents the Pharaoh's Lighthouse, one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Lunch in a restaurant. In the
afternoon, on to CIRENE, accommodation at the Cyrene Hotel or similar. Dinner and overnight stay in the hotel,
in double rooms with services.
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Day 4 - Thursday 08 January
Cyrene/Apollonia/Cyrene
 
Breakfast at the hotel and a visit to the spectacular ruins of Cyrene: the Agora quarter with the gymnasium, the
forum, the Roman basilica, the temple of Demeter and the tomb of Batthus and the temple of Apollo, the main
building on the archaeological site. The temple was built in the 7th century B.C. and rebuilt three centuries later.
Nearby is the Fountain of Apollo, whose waters were used for their healing properties. The Great Baths are in
exceptional condition and inside the Great Hall, the pipes carrying water from the Fountain of Apollo are still
visible. The Amphitheatre is Roman, but its foundations and style are Greek. Lunch in a restaurant. Continuation
to the site of APOLLONIA, the ancient port of Cyrene founded in the 7th century B.C.: the Greek theatre,
situated in a particularly picturesque location by the sea, the Roman baths, the basilicas and the Byzantine
palace, which served as a government building in the 6th century A.D. Return to Cyrene, dinner and overnight
stay in the hotel.

Day 5 - Friday 09 January
Cyrene/Ras Hilal/L'Atrun/Benghazi (BEN)/Flight/Tripoli (MJI)

Breakfast at the hotel and departure along a spectacular coastal road, visiting two impressive Christian sites
located near the sea, RAS HILAL with its three-nave church and the Byzantine basilica of L'ATRUN with its
original marble floor. Lunch in a restaurant. Continuation to Benghazi in time for the flight to Tripoli. On arrival,
accommodation at the Hotel Victoria or similar, dinner and overnight in double rooms with services.

Day 6 - Saturday 10 January
Tripoli/Misrata/Tripoli

Breakfast at the hotel and departure in the direction of MISRATA, an ancient port that served as a terminus for
caravans crossing the Sahara towards the Mediterranean, then an administrative centre during the Ottoman
era and a colonial city during the Italian regime. We visit the souk, a local market renowned for its carpets.
Lunch in a restaurant and return to Tripoli, last visits in the city. Dinner at a restaurant and overnight at the
hotel.

Day 7 - Sunday 11 January
Tripoli (MJI)/Return flight

Breakfast at the hotel. Transfer to the airport in time for your return flight. End of services.
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The fee includes:

English speaking tour leader;
English-speaking local drivers/guides;
Visits and excursions as per itinerary;
Mandatory tourist police escort;
All transfers by minibus, including fuel and
tolls;
Domestic flights Tripoli-Benghazi-Tripoli;
Full board from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on
day 7;
6 nights' accommodation in hotels in double rooms
with facilities.

 

 

The fee does not include: 

Visa for Libya;
Permit for Cyrenaica;
Cancellation, health and baggage insurance;
International flights;
Meals not included in the itinerary;
Mineral water and drinks;
Photography and video tips;
Tips and personal expenses;
Everything mentioned in “supplements”;
Anything not expressly mentioned in 'the price
includes'.

 

Supplements per person:

Enrollment fee: free!
Single room/tent: 230 €
Extra night/day use: on request
Visa service: 120 €
Cyrenaica permit: 650 €

2,490 €/pax

Individual participation fee in double
room/tent (min. 8/max. 12 pax)

7 days
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English speaking guide
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*The travel itinerary may be subject to variations beyond our control, should the Libyan authorities reserve the right to allow or
disallow visits to certain areas without prior notice.


