
The 'unforgettable' of the trip:

The Caliphate of Sokoto and the
Tomb of Usman Dan Fodio
The Hausa-Gobir village of
Argungu and the camps of the
Fulani nomads
The Kamberi, Dukkawa,
Dakakari, Nupe ethnic groups
The Bori possession rites of the
Gwari
The federal capital Abuja, the
modern face of Nigeria
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NIGERIA

Kanaga Africa Tours - info@kanaga-at.com 
+223 76723946 - www.kanaga-at.com 

10 days
24 November - 03 December 2025

English speaking tour leader 

RECONNAISSANCE TRIP



An adventure that will take us from the Hausa-Fulani Caliphate in Sokoto to the federal
capital Abuja, encountering the 'rare' ethnic groups of Nigeria, such as the Gobir, Kamberi,
Dukkawa, Dakakari, Nupe and Gwari. 

Reconnaissance trips, to know

Before proposing a new destination, we at Kanaga Africa Tours personally test each itinerary, visiting the
places/sites we are going to propose, selecting accommodation, choosing trustworthy guides and drivers, and
the right vehicles for our explorations. These trips are called reconnaissance trips, opportunities for
discovery that we have decided to open to some of our loyal travellers, being aware that:
- has lower costs than the 'finished' tour that will be sold on our site, as the agency does not charge any
margin and the tour leader does not receive a fee, just to partly cover the costs of the reconnaissance;
- is carried out in small groups of selected people;
- there is less rigidity on the programme (it will be a 'travel trace' and not a 'travel programme') and more
openness towards the definition of the itinerary;
- there is a greater possibility of unforeseen events, linked to the quality of the hotels, the preparation of
the local guides, the openness/interest of certain sites, ... but the presence of an experienced guide will
make up for any difficulties.

NB: bookings through intermediaries such as travel agencies are not accepted for reconnaissance
trips.
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Leonardo Francesco Paoluzzi

Founder of Kanaga Africa Tours, he has been
accompanying exploration tours in 40 African
countries for over 15 years.

In Nigeria, he organised expeditions from Lagos to
Abuja, crossing the Niger river and the emirate of
Bida; in Yorubaland to discover the Orisha (voodoo)
cults; in the state of Edo to the court of the Oba of
the historic kingdom of Benin City; in Jigawa to
attend the Gerewol of the Bororo; in Adamawa for
trekking in the Atlantika Mountains to meet the
Koma people; in the Emirates of Kano, Kaduna and
Bauchi to meet the Hausa-Fulani rulers in their
glittering palaces; in former Biafra to discover the
Igbo animist culture and admire the decadent
colonial buildings of Calabar.



Day 1: Monday 24 November
Outward flight/Abuja (ABV)
 
Flight to Abuja. Meeting with Kanaga Africa Tours staff, assistance with the exchange of Euros and the possible
purchase of a local phone card. Accommodation at the Bolton White hotel or similar and overnight stay in
double rooms with services.

Day 2: Tuesday 25 November
Abuja (ABV)/Sokoto (SKO)/Argungu/Sokoto

After breakfast, transfer to the airport for the internal flight to SOKOTO, capital of the Caliphate of the same
name, in the far north-west of the country, where Islamic law has been in force since the jihad of Usman Dan
Fodio in this area inhabited by Hausa and Fulani (or Peulh) farmers. Lunch box or in a restaurant. On arrival, we
meet the local guide and continue to ARGUNGU, HAUSA-GOBIR VILLAGE, where we visit the ancient Emir's
palace (now a museum), the giant granaries made of straw and mud, and meet some men and women with
distinctive striped scarifications on their cheeks. At the end of sightseeing return to Sokoto, accommodation at
the Grand Ibro hotel or similar and overnight stay in double rooms with services.

Day 3: Wednesday 26 November
Sokoto/Zuru
 
After breakfast, visit the SOKOTO CALIFFATE, the Emir's palace, the central market and, if possible, Dan Fodio's
tomb. We then move to the village of ZURU, which will be our base for the next few days to meet the traditional
tribes of central Nigeria. On the way we will be able to make stops to attend weekly markets and meet the
FULANI NOMADS, who have very pronounced scarification-tattoos and elaborate hairstyles in these areas. Once
there, we go to the Emir's palace. Accommodation at the Lelna Suites hotel or similar, dinner and overnight in
double rooms with services.

Day 4: Thursday 27 November 
Zuru/Genu/Zuru
 
Early morning breakfast and a day dedicated to visiting the tribal territory. We travel to the small kingdom of
GENU, inhabited by the KAMBERI POPULATION, where the women have spectacular facial and body
scarifications and piercings on their upper and lower lips. Their houses are built with traditional materials and,
in some cases, decorated with motifs reminiscent of animal shapes. Lunch box. In the afternoon, we visit a
DUKKAWA VILLAGE, where the body art of scarification reaches its zenith, although - as the population has
converted to Islam - these ethnographic treasures are covered and with some discretion we will try to
appreciate them. Return to Zuru, dinner and overnight at the hotel.
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Day 5: Friday 28 November
Zuru
 
After breakfast we visit other DUKKAWA VILLAGES, to try to meet people who have sharpened teeth, an ancient
practice abolished by Islam that is only found on people of a certain age. Lunch box. In the afternoon, visit a
DAKAKARI VILLAGE to discover their traditional clothes, made of animal skins and used mainly for male
initiations. Return to Zuru, dinner and overnight at the hotel.

Day 6: Saturday 29 November
Zuru/Kontagora

After breakfast, visit a FULANI CAMP. Departure for Kontagora, lunch box. Accommodation Safara Motel or
similar and overnight in double rooms with services.

Day 7: Sunday 30 November
Kontagora/Zungeru
 
After breakfast departure for ZUNGERU, once the colonial capital of the north under British rule, with some
stops en route at traditional markets and NUPE VILLAGES. Lunch in a restaurant. In the afternoon, visit to the
city's historical buildings and traditional Nupe dance in the royal palace. Accommodation at the Hotel Diamond
or similar and overnight in double rooms with services.

Day 8: Monday 01 December 
Zungeru/Minna
 
After breakfast, transfer to MINNA, the centre of the GWARI POPULATION. Here we will meet the king and
notables at the palace, followed by a meeting with a shamaness who will introduce us to Bori possession rituals.
Lunch in a restaurant. In the afternoon, visit the bustling Minna market, famous for its calebasse (carved
gourds). Accommodation at the Princess Az-Zahra Hotel or similar and overnight in double rooms with en-suite
facilities.

Day 9: Tuesday 02 December 
Calabar/Port Harcourt
 
After breakfast we visit a GWARI VILLAGE to admire traditional granaries and meet some elders with
scarification-facial tattoos. Transfer to the capital ABUJA, lunch in a restaurant. In the afternoon, visit the
mosque and the Nike art gallery. Accommodation at the Bolton White hotel or similar and overnight stay in
double rooms with services.
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Day 10: Wednesday 10 December 

Abuja (ABV)/Return flight
 
Breakfast at the hotel. Transfer to the airport in time for your return flight, end of services.
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MAURITANIA (MAU02)
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The fee includes:

English speaking tour leader (from 7 pax);
English-speaking local guide;
Visits and excursions as scheduled; 
Transfers by minibus and 4x4 to remote
areas, including drivers, fuel and tolls;
Meals as mentioned in the itinerary;
9 nights in hotels, in double rooms as
mentioned in the itinerary.

 

The fee does not include:

The visa for Nigeria;
Insurance for cancellation, health, luggage;
Air flights (international and domestic);
Drinks and mineral water;
All dinners;
Photographic tips;
Tips and expenses of a personal nature; 
Everything mentioned in 'Supplements';
Anything not expressly mentioned in "the fee
includes".

 

Supplements:

Enrollment fee: free!
Single room: 340 €
Service evisa: 400 €/passport
Domestic flight Abuja-Sokoto: 60 €

3,690 €/pax

Individual participation fee in double room
(min. 4/max. 12 pax)
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