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Gorillas, chimpanzees and the Congo River

REP. OF THE CONGO

Visiting this country thick with primeval forests, where the first inhabitants who managed to adapt
were, not surprisingly, the Pygmies, still far off the beaten track of tourism, precisely because of its
impenetrability, is the equivalent of experiencing a real adventure. A predominantly virgin land,
inhabited by chimpanzees, elephants, mandrills, gorillas and lute tortoises, it proves ideal for
ecotourism enthusiasts in search of an astonishing contact with primeval nature, protected within
three main national parks, but explosive everywhere, whether it be the intricate equatorial forest, the
aguatic mangrove tunnels, the wild beaches of the coast, the fertile tropical banks of the Congo River
and its tributaries, or the subtropical plains. If the exploration of the Conkouati-Douli park and the
approach of the gorillas of the Lesio-Louna reserve is a great thrill, an integral part of the adventure
will be travelling up the river in local boats, encountering only remote fishing and farming villages, or
taking the train along the old colonial railway between the capital Brazzaville and the industrial city of
Pointe Noire, the hub of oil extraction and an old outpost of the slave trade.

A note of warmth and colour will come from the impeccable Congolese welcome and the meeting
with the 'Sapeurs' in the Bacongo district of Brazzaville, members of the internationally renowned
SAPE popular movement, based on fashion and dandy elegance 'made in Congo', but which is in
reality a true philosophy of identity life, of a people aspiring to redemption, through a symbolic and
eccentric 'beautiful presence'.

A trip off the tourist track, for real travellers

A trip to the Republic of Congo requires strong motivation and an excellent spirit of adaptation. The treasures
that this country holds are not easily accessible, the organisation and logistics are complex and often a bit of
luck is required to be repaid for the efforts made during the tour (seeking contact with wild animals in a
completely natural state is not always guaranteed).

There will be whole days of transferring, travelling on uneven tracks, waiting for hours for the train, having to
adapt to possible changes in the programme, having to deal with rough tracks in the forest... In short, an
experience for "real travellers" who are not deterred by the complexity of the African reality, aware that the
possibility of spending a few hours in the presence of an entire family of chimpanzees, or of witnessing the
artisanal extraction of gold in the Mayombe, are privileges reserved for the few, and precious gifts that will
certainly repay the group for the hard work of the journey.
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Day 1: Wednesday 09 July
Outward flight/Brazzaville (BZV)

Flight to Brazzaville.

Day 2: Thursday 10 July

Brazzaville

On arrival, meeting with the Kanaga Africa Tours staff, who will assist you with the exchange of Euros and the
possible purchase of a local phone card. It will be a day dedicated to visiting BRAZZAVILLE, the capital of the
country founded by the explorer Savorgnan de Brazza in 1880. On board a speedboat* we will sail on the
mythical CONGO RIVER, which with its 4,614 km (of which about 700 km in the Republic of Congo) is the
second longest river in Africa and the largest in terms of flow. Along its waters the life of the city comes alive,
among fishermen, washerwomen... Lunch in a restaurant or lunch box during the excursion. In the afternoon,
we visit the rapids on the Congo River; the St Anne's Basilica, with its 22-metre-high vaults and emerald-
coloured roof, designed in 1943 by Roger Erell as a synthesis of Franco-African architecture; the colourful Total
market, rich in fruit and vegetables, bustling with passers-by and noisy street vendors; the memorial dedicated
to the Italian explorer Pierre de Savorgnan de Brazza, humanist and slave liberator for some, coloniser
according to others. In the evening, we will meet the gentlemen of Bacongo, members of the SAPE (Societé des
Ambianceurs et Personnes Elegantes), a club of people who share a taste for elegance, appearance and
exhibitionism, in a festive and fashionable trend that has developed between Brazzas and Kinshasa, where
Avenue Matsua is 'the catwalk' where this glittering manifestation of urban and popular culture is paraded.
Accommodation at Hotel Leon or similar, dinner and overnight in double rooms with services.

* In the event of a late departure from the airport, the boat excursion will take place the following afternoon.
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Day 3: Friday 11 July

Brazzaville/Lesio Louna NP/Brazzaville

Breakfast at the hotel and transfer to the LESIO LOUNA RESERVE, a 650,000-hectare protected natural area
established in the 1950s, but where poaching has raged, causing a drastic decrease in the buffalo and forest
elephant population. Among others, you can spot antelopes, jackals and potamoceros (a species of reddish
African wild boar). The park's greatest interest, however, is the Gorilla Protection Project (PPG) set up by the
Aspinall Foundation in the 1990s. Western lowland gorillas (gorilla gorillas) are estimated at 3,000 in the
Republic of Congo, and are a species at high risk of extinction due to deforestation and poaching. The
specimens in the reserve have been rescued from illegal trafficking and live in five groups in the hills,
savannahs and forests. Observation of gorillas and magnificent views of the Blue lake. Lunch box. Return to
Brazzaville in the afternoon, dinner and overnight at the hotel.

Day 4: Saturday 12 July

Brazzaville/Dolisie

Breakfast at the hotel and departure for the department of Bouenza. Arrival at the NKILA NTARI CAVES, located
in a truly magnificent natural setting, where you can descend through a natural tunnel almost a kilometre long
while admiring stalactites and stalagmites. Lunch box. Continue to DOLISIE, a placid town with an elegant
colonial town centre, surrounded by hills and the beautiful landscapes of the Mayombe. Accommodation at
Hotel KM or similar, dinner and overnight in double rooms with services.

Day 5: Wednesday 13 July

Dolisie/Mayombe/Dolisie

Breakfast at the hotel and departure north to the banks of the Niari River, appreciating the
landscapes of MAYOMBE, a region of low mountains stretching from Gabon to the Angolan enclave of
Cabinda. Here, surrounded by lush primeval forest, we will participate in a canoe experience in what
is known as the 'blue river', in one of the most impressive natural settings in Central Africa. Lunch box.
Return to Dolisie, dinner and overnight stay.
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Day 6: Monday 14 July

Dolisie/Dimonika

Breakfast at the hotel and walk to the Dolisie market. Departure for DIMONIKA, a small village with a glorious
past, the centre of gold mining in the country, which preserves numerous vestiges of this period, such as
abandoned mines, tunnels, old machinery, ... The search for the precious metal is still carried out today in an
artisanal manner, and here you will be able to observe the miners who, armed with rudimentary tools, dig
holes in the ground in the hope of finding the nugget that can change their destiny. Lunch box.
Accommodation at the Auberge Vigoreux or similar, the former home of Armand Vigoreux, who moved to the
village in 1940 after gold prospecting and turned it into a town with water, electricity, a school and even a
cinema. His retro-style house has been converted into a guesthouse that allows visitors to relive the
atmosphere of yesteryear. Dinner and overnight stay in double rooms with shared bathroom for our group
only.

Day 7: Tuesday 15 July

Dimonika/Pointe-Noire

After breakfast, depart for Bilinga, with a photo stop at the 'Gate of Mayombe', where the country's first railway
tunnel is located. We will board a vintage train* (draisine) which will take us to POINTE-NOIRE, Congo's main
coastal port. Lunch box. Stroll through the streets of the town, where we admire the CFCO train station built in
the 1930s. Accommodation at the Malonda Lodge or similar, located on the Atlantic Ocean. Time at leisure to
relax on the fine sandy beach or by the pool. Dinner and overnight stay in double rooms with services.

* If the draisine is broken down, a 4x4 transfer will be made.

Day 8: Wednesday 16 July

Pointe-Noire/Conkouati-Douli Park

Breakfast at the hotel and transfer to the CONKOUATI-DOULI PARK, located about one hundred
kilometres from Pointe-Noire in the direction of the Gabon border, where you will find the Conkouati
Lagoon, open to the ocean and home to both freshwater and saltwater fish. This protected area is
home to manatees and sea turtles, including the Iute turtle, the largest species of sea turtle, which
can reach 2 metres in length and 250 kilos in weight, and which finds an ideal nesting habitat here.
Mammals are also present: forest elephants, buffaloes, antelopes, but also chimpanzees. Lunch box.
In the afternoon, the first forest safari. Accommodation at Conkouati Lodge, dinner and overnight in
double rooms with shared bathroom facilities for our group only.
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Day 9: Thursday 17 July

Conkouati-Douli Park

Breakfast at the lodge and a day dedicated to exploring CONKOUATI-DOULI PARK: we will cruise the Ngongo
River, observe chimpanzees on a boat excursion, and go on 4x4 safaris through savannahs and forests in
search of wildlife. Lunch box, dinner and overnight stay at the Lodge.

Day 10: Friday 18 July

Conkouati-Douli/Pointe-Noire Park

After breakfast, depart in the direction of Pointe Noire. On the way, we visit the DIOSSO GORGES, where rain
erosion in the laterite has shaped deep gorges of a sparkling red colour over time, and the museum of Ma-
Loango, the former palace of the last king of Loango, Moe Poaty I, ruler of a powerful kingdom. Lunch box on

the excursion. Arrival in Pointe-Noire, accommodation at the Hotel Saint Jean or similar. Dinner in a restaurant
and overnight stay in double rooms with services.

Day 11: Saturday 19 July

Pointe Noire

Breakfast at the hotel. Transfer to the airport in time for your return flight. End of services.
Day 12: Sunday 20 July

Pointe Noire (PNR)/Return flight

Arrival at the destination airport.
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REP. OF THE CONGO
12 days

09 - 20 July 2025
English speaking tour leader

Individual participation fee in double room
(min. 6/max. 10 pax)

4,590 €/pax [

Enroliment fee: free!

Single room: 250 €

Sea extension to Pointe-Noire: on request

Rep of the Congo visa practice: 180 €/passport

in promotion at € 4,490
for booking before 09/04/2025

The fee includes: The fee does not include:
* |talian escort; * The visa for the Republic of Congo;
* Visits and excursions as scheduled; ¢ (Cancellation/health/baggage insurance;
e Gorilla and chimpanzee permits included; * |nternational air flights;
e All transfers including drivers, fuel and tolls ¢ Meals not included in the itinerary;
(minibus or 4x4 depending on the state of the * Drinks and mineral water;
tracks); * Tips for photos and videos;
e The train journey (draisine) from Bilinga to Pointe- * Tips and expenses of a personal nature;
Noire; ¢ Everything mentioned in 'supplements';
e Full board meals as mentioned in the itinerary; * Anything not expressly mentioned in 'the fee
* 9 overnight stays in hotels as mentioned in the includes'.
itinerary.
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